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Maoris are represented by Maoris; they do not
vote for white Members of Parliament; they
have three or four Maori representatives to
look after their interests. They are easily
corrupted; they are bought over; they are
helpless in a white system, with the result that
the position of the Maoris, where they have
separate representation, is infinitely worse
than the blacks in South Africa where they
vote for white men.55 If separate represen-
tation was thought absolutely essential, he said,
the communities to which such representation
was granted should be still left on the general
list so that they may have an equal power with
any other community in voting for the ordinary
Members of Parliament, so that all the com-
munities may finally coalesce in ordinary
political relations.
He laid great emphasis on securing
"the widest possible franchise for the
Legislative Council" ; for, he said: " If you
hare a wide franchise everything else will follow
in due course* What one is afraid of is the
narrowing down of the franchise before every-
thing else. Once you have got your elected